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visions will be seen in the following instance : Accord-
ing to modern laws, strictly based on the principle of
monogamy, a prior subsisting marriage of EITHER OF
THE PARTIES renders the second marriage absolutely null
and void. But according to the rabbinical code a dis-
tinction is made between the case of the man and that of
the woman. If marriage is contracted with a married
woman whose husband is still living, that marriage is
certainly null and void from the beginning; (l) but if
a man whose prior marriage is still subsisting contracts a
second marriage, that second marriage is regarded valid
in so far as it requires a formal bill of divorce for its dis-
solution. (2)

In view of the great inconveniences into which the
deceived woman under certain circumstances is brought
in such a case, the Philadelphia Rabbinical Conference-
unanimously passed the following resolution :

u Polygamy contradicts the idea of marriage. The marriage
of a married man to a second woman can, therefore, neither
take place nor claim* religious validity, just as little as the
marriage of a married woman to another man, but like this,
it is null and void from the beginning." (3)

C.    CIRCUMSTANCES    INFLUENCING   THE    PREVALENCE    OF
MONOGAMY.

The prevalence of monogamy among the civilized na-
tions is not to be exclusively ascribed to the influence of

(1)  See Eben Ha-Ezer XVII. 1.

(2)  See Eben Ha-Ezer I. 10, gloss. 3; also, DARKE MOSHE, note 1 tx>
Tur E. H., chapter xliy.

(3)   Protokolle, p. 26.